
46 

Market life (left to right)
Sellers keep their stalls in 
perfect order at the markets 
in Cần Tho; sun and shoppers 
emerge following a downpour.
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Catch of the day (left to right)
Rearranging freshly caught fish. 

Fishing boats cluster together  
in the village of Duy Vinh. 
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Caught in a web
A fisherman paddles over to check his 
haul after cranking his net out of the 
water with a hand-powered winch. 
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Explore I VIETNAM

F
loating islands 
of mangoes, 
jackfruit and 
rambutans fill the 
waterways at Cần 

Tho, a city at the mouth of 
the Mekong Delta. Every 
minute the archipelago 
shifts as sellers paddle 
their produce to the next 
potential customer. 

In Vietnam, the 
Mekong is known as the 
Nine-Dragons River, and 
the network of braided 
rivers empties into the 
South China Sea from the 
country’s southern coast. 
The delta that it forms 
nourishes the food bowl of 
the nation.

“There was a feel that 
it was the source – that 
there was this extra special 
bounty,” says Australian 
photographer Emma 
Byrnes, whose background 
in broadcast and 
photojournalism helped 
hone her fly-on-the-wall 
style photography. 

“The floating markets 
were so deliriously 
dynamic,” Emma says. 
“The boats attach 
themselves to you like 
pilot fish. They offer you 
all sorts of goodies.”

On land, market stalls 
offer yet more produce; 
deep purple mangosteens 
sit in tidy stacks and spiky 
durian add texture to the 
scenery and pungency 
to the air. At 5am the 
streets are already busy, 

and the rising sun creates 
the perfect lighting for 
photography. 

“The colours and the 
textures – things are just 
amplified there,” says 
Emma, of travelling in 
Vietnam. “There’s so 
much chaos that you can’t 
help but be stimulated.

“So much of the 
commerce happens 
from daybreak until 
about seven o’clock,” she 
explains. “As soon as the 
sun comes up above the 
horizon you can feel the 
intensity of that heat.” 

Similar routines take 
place across the country. 
In the tiny fishing village 
of Duy Vinh, near the 
famous town of HÔi An, a 
man stands on the street 
feeding blocks of ice 
through a machine. Frosty 
peaks form on the concrete 

and condensation coils in 
the golden dawn light. He 
scoops up the shavings and 
shovels it into bags, ready 
to chill the fish that will 
soon be hauled up by the 
fishermen who keep watch 
over enormous nets.

“It felt like they were 
so in tune with what was 
going on,” Emma explains. 
“You’d see them sitting, 
looking out into the water 
and they were obviously 
seeing something that I 
wasn’t. Then they’d all 
start moving their winches 
up and down.”

By 6.45am the fishermen 
sit on dry land, playing 
cards in hand and the 
morning’s catch glistening 
in woven baskets. When 
the heat of the day fades, 
they’ll return to their posts 
and start the pattern all 
over again. 

Waterways of wonder
Venturing out into the rivers of Vietnam by dawn 
proves fruitful for photographer Emma Byrnes

WORDS NIKOLA SARBINOWSKI

Jetstar has great low fares 
to Ho Chi Minh City from 
Melbourne and Sydney.

To book, visit 
JETSTAR.COM

Travel info

About the  
photographer
Melbourne-based lifestyle 
photographer Emma 
Byrnes has been wielding 
a lens since high school. 
These days, she loves 
working with people to 
tell their stories through 
photography. Her agency, 
Heartland Projects,  
helps brands develop  
a visual language.  
emmabyrnes.com
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Ho Chi Minh City

PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

Y 
EM

M
A 

BY
RN

ES



QLD
Brisbane City 150 Adelaide St  Ph: 3221 9911 
Garden City Shopping Centre Ph: 3849 2333
Pacifi c Fair Store (near Zara) Ph: 5591 8203
Maroochydore 50 Plaza Parade  Ph: 5479 2844

NSW
Sydney City 317 Pitt St  Ph: 9264 1687
Chatswood Shopping Centre  Ph: 9413 1144 

ACT
Canberra Centre 125 Bunda St  Ph: 6249 7364 
Canberra Civic 9 Petrie Plaza  Ph: 6247 8711 

SA
Adelaide City 212 Rundle St  Ph: 8223 3449 
Marion Shopping Centre  Ph: 8179 4800

VIC
Melbourne City 235 Elizabeth St  Ph: 9602 3733 
Camberwell 843 Burke Rd  Ph: 9861 9100 
Chadstone Shopping Centre  Ph: 9568 7800 
Doncaster Shopping Centre  Ph: 9848 3832 
Fountain Gate Shopping Centre  Ph: 9705 4000 
Frankston 54-58 Wells St  Ph: 9783 8160 

Greensborough Shopping Centre Ph: 9434 3460 
Highpoint Shopping Centre  Ph: 9317 4477 
Knox City Shopping Centre  Ph: 9800 1677 
Southland Shopping Centre Ph: 9583 5433 

teds.com.au

shopping IN-STORE ONLINE PHONE MOBILE

All offers end 31st July 2018 or until sold out or otherwise stated. Not all stocks available all stores. Every effort is made to avoid 
errors in this publication, but Ted’s does not warrant the accuracy of the content of this publication and may correct any errors and 
may refuse to sell any product or service. Any Liability of Ted’s in respect of any part of this publication is negated to the extent 
permitted by law. And if liable Ted’s obligation is limited to resupply of the goods or services, or repair, or payment for customers 
doing so, as Ted’s chooses. Bonus products included at Ted’s normal price only.

We do Passport photos for the whole family! GOING ON A HOLIDAY?

The 24MP APS-C CMOS sensor and Digic 4+ image 
processor combination ensures all of your pictures are 
high-resolution and eye-catching. The built-in feature 
guide helps you understand each mode as you use it, 
guiding you to capture even more beautiful images. 
Shoot Full HD movies with a beautiful cinematic feel 
thanks to DSLR control depth of fi eld, keeping your 
subject sharp and background blurred.

Canon EOS 1500D 
DSLR Twin Kit 
with EFS 18-55mm STD 
& Sigma AF 70-300mm Zooms
Plus Bonus Inca Tripod Value $50

Shoot and 
share DSLR 
quality images 
with ease.
Capture those magic 
moments no matter your 
level with the EOS 1500D. 

LCD
SCREEN

3.0”

FULL HD
VIDEO

MEGA
PIXEL

POINT 
AF

24 9
BUILT IN

WIFI & NFC

Get started with 
in-depth product 
tour videos. Get 
more creative 
with tips and 

techniques. Get 
connected with 

your smartphone.

$799.95

0DD DDDDD

BONUS
INCA 

TRIPOD 
VALUE 

$50
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